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Power Pines
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Amid the pines and firs of the Eldorado National
Forest, and SMUD’s Upper American River Project
the SMUD Employee Association operates a
campground for SMUD employees, retirees, and
their spouses. Power Pines Campground is a
perfect spot to enjoy all the outdoor fun offered
in the scenic Crystal Basin Recreational Area —
camping, hiking, fishing, boating or swimming.

Power Pines Campground includes forty-nine
campsites that are available for weekend getaways
or longer vacations on the shore of Union Valley
Reservoir. Each campsite has electricity and
running water. Other amenities such as bathrooms
and showers are also available at the campground.
Power Pines has campsites for every kind of
camping — tents and trailers — even recreational
vehicles. Camping season runs from Memorial
Day through Labor Day.

Getting There

Power Pines is located in the Crystal Basin
Recreational Area about 70 miles east of
Sacramento. To reach the campground, take
Highway 50 to about 20 miles east of Placerville
and exit on Ice House Road, then 18 miles north
to the campground.
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What’s available ...
▲ Water and power at all campsites

▲ Hot showers and flush toilets

▲ Banquet/meeting hall

▲ Laundry facilities (washing        
machines & wash basin)

▲ Ice machine

▲ Fishing

▲ Boating

▲ Swimming

▲ Hiking

▲ Free for day use only

▲ On-site camp host

Be a
Power Pines
Volunteer

Power Pines is run on people power
— volunteers are always needed to
help with maintenance projects and
other duties. Volunteers are especially
needed to spruce up the campground
for the opening weekend on Memorial
Day. Other work projects, as well as
ongoing duties, are also completed by
volunteers. To volunteer, drop a note
to the Campground Reservations
Coordinator at M.S. BOO3.

Who can camp at
Power Pines?

Power Pines Campground is available by
reservation to SEA members, SMUD employees,
retirees and their spouses. Power Pines does not
discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion,
sex, national origin, age, or disability.

You are welcome to bring guests as long as you
accompany them. As an SEA member, SMUD
employee, retiree, or spouse, you are responsible
for the conduct of your guest. Any campers under
the age of 18 must be accompanied by a parent
or guardian.

Up to 10 people can occupy one campsite.

Look for Chief Red
Cloud telling Indian
stories around the
campfire.



Do I need a reservation?
You’ll need a reservation to be guaranteed a campsite.

However, 9 campsites are set aside on a first-come, first-
serve basis except for holiday weekends and special
events. These spots can be reserved on holiday weekends.

Check in/out time is 2 p.m.

When can I make reservations?
Reservations can be made no later than five working
days prior to the day you wish to camp. All reservations
are first-come, first-serve.

Reservations begin the first Monday of May. You may
reserve as far in advance as you wish.

How many campsites may I reserve?
You can reserve one or two campsites, except for holiday
weekends when reservations are limited to one campsite.

How do I reserve a campsite?
Just fill out a reservation form and send it to M.S. BOO3.
Be sure to include your payment. No phone reservations.

Can I cancel a reservation?
Reservations can be cancelled no later than three
working days before the date of your reservation to
receive a full refund.

To cancel, notify the Reservation Coordinator by calling
ext. 5885 and leave a phone mail message or send your
confirmation slip to the Campground Coordinator at
M.S. BOO3.

To receive your refund you must return your
confirmation slip to the Campground Coordinator.
Campers who do not cancel prior to camping date will
forfeit their reservation fees.

What about group camping?
There are no facilities for group camping. However, if
your department wishes to go camping, you should put
all your reservations into one inter-office envelope and
send it to the Reservation Coordinator, M.S. BOO3.

How late will you hold my
reservation?
Check-in (and check-out) time is 2 p.m. Campsites will
be held until noon of the following day. If you don’t
check in by then, your entire reservation is cancelled.
There are no refunds for “no-shows.”

How do I check in?
Check in with the Camp Host when you arrive. Give
the camp host the paid copy of your confirmation —
and show your pet pass, if needed. Also, have a SMUD
or SEA identification ready.

Can I bring my pet?
Yes, you can bring your pet(s), however, you must
purchase a pet pass. Definition of a pet is most animals
with four legs (dogs, cats, pigs, goats, horses, etc.).

If bringing horses, prior coordination is required through
the Reservation Coordinator.

Please bring along the dog’s license or other proof of
current rabies inoculation for any dog five or more
months old.

You’ll have to keep your pet on a controlled leash not
to exceed 6-feet in length. At night, you must put your
pet in a tent, an enclosed vehicle, or a place that is
under your immediate control.

How many vehicles can I bring?
Three vehicles are allowed in each campsite. This
includes any car, pickup, truck, RV, van, travel trailer,
boat with trailer, utility trailer, camper and tent trailer.
Extra vehicles may be parked in the parking area for
the length of your stay.
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Campsite Sizes and Uses
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10 x 24
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■ = space may be large enough but access is difficult. Space for trailers = trailer length + 18 feet (vehicle length)
 = Acessible site NR = Not Recommended ▲ = Accepted Type of camping
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